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	 Dear friends, as a way of intro-
	 duction to the report on our 
	 activities carried out last year, 

let me start with three challenges 
that NOS-OSF was dealing with 
for quite some time and which 
were successfully solved in 2015:

		  1. 
		  stabilization of human resources and election  

of new members of NOS-OSF managing bodies

2. 
modification of administrative and financial  
processes in EEA grant programme administration based  
on recommendations provided by international audit

		  3. 
		  full occupancy of NOS-OSF seat with new tenants, 

NGOs, which brought new energy into the space.

	

Open Society 
Foundation in 2015
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	 The Foundation’s mission was being fulfilled by almost  
100 projects within the EEA grant mechanism Democracy 
and Human Rights programme. You can find more details 
in this report. Discussion forums Frontline, Face 2 Face 
and especially online campaign Say It to My Face aimed at 
fighting online hate speech did not go unnoticed and gained 
public recognition. However, social development in Slovakia 
shows that open society values, acceptation of racial, religious 
and gender differences and equality continue to represent an 
immense challenge for citizens as well as for political leaders.

 NOS-OSF provided resources and capacities to new topics that were of peripheral interest of the 
public. Refugee crisis barely touched Slovakia due to strong resistance of government representatives. 
It was Call for Humanity that drew their attention to stories of people on the run. NOS-OSF 
became administrator of EUR 500 000 given as a donation by Tipos, a.s. intended as humanitarian 
aid. In the education sector, civic initiatives remained unanswered. Civic campaign Enough! – 
Let’s not Gamble with Slovakia’s Future supported by NOS-OSF helped to highlight the issue 
of neglected education and make it a key topic in parliamentary elections held in March 2016. 

	
	  NOS-OSF activities carried out in 2015 indicated potential for the 

following year, which is not only the election year, but also a year 
of challenges for the third sector, such as co-creation and dealing 
with social topics, closer cooperation and need for increased trust.

		  I hope that our open call for close cooperation will be heard and 
answered both at governmental and non-governmental level.

		  Ján Orlovský
		  Executive Director



5 Open Society Foundation A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 5

We are not afraid 
of changes

	 In 2015, the team of the Open 
Society Foundation was subject 
to numerous changes.

	 At managerial level, Marek Kapusta was replaced by 
Ján Orlovský who became the director of NOS-OSF on 
8 June 2015. Since October, the Board of Trustees has been 
led by Ivana Molnárová with members Janette Maziniová 
Motlová, Radovan Pala, Richard Ďurana and Miroslav 
Šarišský. Since October, Renáta Bláhová, Magdaléna Dobišová 
and Peter Gažík have been members of the Supervisory Board.

	 There are new faces on other floors of our building as well – our 
friends and colleagues from organizations Človek v ohrození, 
Člověk v tísni and Centre for Philanthropy moved to Baštová.

	 Apart from changes in staff, our visual identity and web site were 
updated as well. A breath of fresh air was brought to our logo, new 
design manual and web site in cooperation with Milk agency.
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We support the 
non-governmental sector

d e m o c r a c y  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s 

p r o g r a m m e

	 The programme implemented 
within the NGO Fund supported 
a wide range of activities related 
to numerous areas of social life. 

	 Non-governmental organizations frequently provide services 
that the state should provide and their work is often much more effi-
cient. Despite this fact, NGOs receive insufficient systemic support 
and struggle for survival. Therefore, EEA financial mechanism and 
its impact on the non-governmental sector in Slovakia is crucial. 

	 2015 was a year full of changes for the Democracy and 
Human Rights programme. Almost the entire programme 
team changed and several processes were modified from the 
financial and content perspective. In March, a complex audit 
of processes and procedures of Democracy and Human Rights 
was carried out by English company Moore & Stephens. 
As a result, new reporting forms and processes within project 

	 control and monitoring were implemented.

		  On 27 May 2015, the third call within Democracy and Human 
Rights programme was published. The call included new back-
ground materials and a new app for registration of applicants. 
Content-wise, the call focused especially on supporting projects at 
local and regional level and organizations that did not receive fund-
ing in the first two calls in the total sum of more than EUR 10 000.
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	 After the call was published, 
3 information meetings were 
organized for applicants in  
Bratislava, Žilina and Prešov. 
The call was preceded by map-

	 ping of needs at 3 regional 
meetings in Bratislava, Prešov 
and Banská Bystrica.

The most important change made in the assessment process was an open call for 
expert evaluators. In September, expert committee held a meeting with representa-
tives of Financial Mechanism Office in Brussels, Embassy of the Norwegian Kingdom 
and the Office of the Government of the Slovak Republic.

	 We organized an info meeting for NGOs whose projects 
were supported in order to help them understand 
project administration and continuous reporting. 

	 Within the third call with 4 programme priorities, 
we registered 120 applications. 23 supported projects 
received the total amount of EUR 225 891.14.

		
		  On 2 November 2015, an open call for applications 

within the Bilateral Fund was published. The deadline for 
submitting applications was 22 January 2016. 22 applica-
tions for the allocated sum of EUR 76 500 were received. 
An independent committee of expert evaluators chose 
9 projects in the total amount of EUR 66 283.64.
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c o m p l e m e n t a r y  a c t i o n s  o f  d e m o c r a c y  

a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s  p r o g r a m m e

	 NOS-OSF as operator of 
the Democracy and Human 
Rights programme realizes 

	 project management and the 
so-called complementary 
actions designed to support 
and enhance capacities of 
the civic sector or bilateral 

	 activities: 

		  On 24 April 2015, conference Empowering Children and 
Youth in Active Citizenship and Human Rights gath-
ered good examples of participation of children and young 
people from Slovak  non-govermental organizations and 
projects. Breki Karlsson, the founder of Iceland’s Insti-
tute for Financial Literacy was one of conference speakers.

		
		  On 9 and 10 October 2015, NOS-OSF co-organized expert panel 

Research and Tools of the  non-govermental Sector and Acad-
emy in Judiciary and Good Public Governance at international 
expert conference Bratislava Legal Forum 2015 – Legal and 
Social Tools for a More Efficient and Trustworthy Judici-
ary. Our grant holders – Via Iuris, Fair Play Alliance, Trans-
parency International and Judges For Open Justice associ-
ation – shared their experience with conference participants.

Documentary cycle 

It Can Be Done

In cooperation with Ekopolis 

Foundation, we prepared a cycle of 

12 documentary films showing good 

practice examples from projects 

supported by the NGO Fund. Films 

were broadcast in autumn 2015 by 

the public TV channel RTVS.
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s u p p o r t e d  p r o j e c t s

d e m o c r a c y ,  g o o d  g o v e r n a n c e 
a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y

o r g a n i s a t i o n p r o j e c t g r a n t 
i n  e u r :

r e a l i s a t i o n 
p e r i o d :

Civic association Judges  
„For the Open Judiciary“

Together for the Open Judiciary 14 259,92 € 10/2015 – 4/2016

Society of Friends of Children from 
Children‘s Homes Smile as a Gift

Team Cooperation in Family 
Empowerment Using Family 
Group Conferencing (FGC)

14 895 € 9/2015 – 4/2016

Carpathian Foundation Activity Opens Door 9999,43 € 10/2015 – 4/2016

PUNKT WhatCity? Forum 10 000 € 10/2015 – 4/2016

eduRoma – Roma education project

Creation of the models, methodolo-
gies and guidelines to eliminate the 
segregation of Roma pupils in scho-
ols for the needs of public policies

13 237 € 10/2015 – 4/2016

Guide and Assistance Dog 
Training School

We can handle this 9 000 € 9/2015 – 4/2016

Cycling Coalition
Awareness and public involvement 
in decision-making processes

13 446 € 10/2015 – 4/2016

o r g a n i s a t i o n p r o j e c t g r a n t 
i n  e u r :

r e a l i s a t i o n 
p e r i o d :

SPOKOJNOSŤ – social servi-
ces center, non profit

Strengthening knowledge and 
skills of NGO’s targeted at chil-
dren and youth at risk

7 997,40 € 10/2015 – 4/2016

The stronger for the weaker
Throw away prejudices and 
educate ourselves together

4 500 € 9/2015 – 4/2016

Bez bariér n.o. Wheelchair Driving Licence 4 858,42 € 9/2015 – 4/2016

Children’s Fund of the Slovak Republic
Support and growth in 
MIXklub and MIXáčik

4 949,97 € 9/2015 – 4/2016

Volunteer Centre Let´s learn together 4 956 € 9/215 – 4/2016

PROVENTUS
Young Roma students citizen-
ship competencies development in 
Košice & Banská Bystrica region

4 500 € 9/2015 – 4/2016

Platform for Support of Health of 
Disadvantaged Groups (PSHDG)

Building capacities for monito-
ring human trafficking in margi-
nalized communities

4 986 € 10/2015 – 4/2016

Združenie STORM Law for all 14 299,20 € 10/2015 – 4/2016

h u m a n  r i g h t s  i n c l u d i n g  m i n o r i t y  r i g h t s
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g e n d e r  e q u a l i t y  a n d  c o m b a t i n g
g e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e

o r g a n i s a t i o n p r o j e c t g r a n t 
i n  e u r :

r e a l i s a t i o n 
p e r i o d :

People in Peril Association Together Against Human Trafficking 12 631,50 € 9/2015 – 4/2016

Saplinq We are not alone 14 967 € 9/2015 – 4/2016

CHARACTER – Film  
Development Association

Female First Educational Campaign 15 000 € 10/2015 – 4/2016

Alliance of Women – Way Back Sexism is not sexi 13 680,07 € 10/2015 – 4/2016

AMARO NIPO 
Changing attitudes towards 
gender-based violence, with empha-
sis on Roma communities

12 390 € 9/2015 – 4/2016

Central Europe Institute for mana-
gement and development

Young Roma students gender 
tolerance development in 
Gemer & Malohont region

9 000 € 9/2015 – 4/2016

o r g a n i s a t i o n p r o j e c t g r a n t 
i n  e u r :

r e a l i s a t i o n 
p e r i o d :

SED – Lutheran Deacon Centre
Half-way house – equality for 
everybody in the house

8 076,60 € 10/2015 – 4/2016

Ulita Education opens the way 4 261,63 € 10/2015 – 4/2016

a n t i - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  c o m b a t i n g  
o f  r a c i s m  a n d  x e n o p h o b i a
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We respond to topical 
needs	

	 In late August 2015, represent-
atives of NOS-OSF joined the 
Call for Humanity established 
as a spontaneous civic initiative 
responding to the tragic death 
of 71 refugees near Parndorf.

		  The aim of the Call was to induce larger interest in the tragic 
situation faced by those fleeing war and to call upon the 
Slovak government to organize a round table with all stake-
holders that can help mitigate effects of the largest human-
itarian crisis Europe has seen since World War II. Within 
a week, 11 000 individuals and numerous companies joined 
the Call. The Call also served as a platform for coordination 
of material and fundraising collections to help refugees.

		  These symbolic activities culminated on 12 September 
		  at Call for Humanity: LIVE event that took place at 

Hviezdoslav Square in Bratislava with the participation 
of more than 2 000 people, including renowned person-
alities helping refugees in Slovakia and abroad and repre-
sentatives of public administration. The initiative was also 
supported by Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama XIV.

		  Within the Call, we organized or co-organized other public 
events, too. On the occasion of International Migrant Day 
(18  December 2015), a candle vigil was organized for 
people who died on their way to Europe in 2015. The event 
took place in Bratislava in cooperation with International 
Organization for Migration and Representation of 
the European Commission in Slovakia. It was attended 
by President of the Slovak Republic Andrej Kiska.
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Apart from public activities, the Call strived to negotiate systemic changes in the attitude to refu-
gees. Representatives of the Call attended working groups preparing changes in the integration 
system and NOS-OSF became administrator of financial donation provided by TIPOS, národná 
lotériová spoločnosť, a.s. The amount of EUR 500 000 was allocated to humanitarian and inte-
gration projects created by organizations providing practical help in the growing refugee crisis.

		  Distribution of funds was based on the decision of Call for 
Humanity council represented by initiators of the Call, inde-
pendent expert and representatives of Tipos as observers. Moni-
toring of fund spending was enabled through a transparent bank 
account. By the end of 2015, 11 projects were supported by the 
Call with the total amount of EUR 386 373.98.

	

		  In spring, Call for Humanity was financially supported by OSI 
for Europe for the purposes of advocacy and above-mentioned 
awareness activities related to refugee crisis.

Initiators of the Call were received 

by President Andrej Kiska and on the 

occasion of International Human 

Rights Day, they were awarded by 

the Ombudsman with a thank–you 

and a symbolic heart. The hearts 

received by initiators were later sent 

to other people helping refugees.
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s u p p o r t e d 

p r o j e c t s

o r g a n i s a t i o n p r o j e c t e u r r o u n d

Človek v ohrození, o.z.
Poskytovanie akútnej humanitárnej 
pomoci pre najviac ohrozených ľudí na 
úteku v Srbsku a okolitých krajinách

54 325 € 1st round

Liga za ľudské práva Právna pomoc utečencom 24 999, 69 € 1st round

Evanjelická diakonia ECAV na Slovensku
Poskytovanie pomoci utečen-
com na ceste cez Európu

20 000 € 1st round

Magna deti v núdzi
Zdravotná a psychosociálna pomoc 
pre deti a rodiny na úteku

104 620 € 1st round

Maltézska pomoc Slovensko o.z.
Humanitárna a zdravotnícka 
pomoc utečencom

24 740 € 1st round

Vysoká škola zdravotníctva  
a sociálnej práce sv. Alžbety, n.o.

Humanitárna pomoc pre sýrskych 
a ďalších utečencov v Maďarsku, 
v Iraku a na blízkom východe

29 022 € 1st round

Maltézska pomoc Slovensko o.z.
Humanitárna pomoc utečencom  
v utečeneckom tábore Dobova  
v Slovinsku

8 791 €
1st part  
2nd round

Inštitút pre migráciu a komunikáciu Pomôžme utečencom! 29 998 €
1st part  
2nd round

Emergency Medical and Rescue
Assistance Slovakia, o.z. (EMRAS)

Zdravotná pomoc a služby 1. pomoci
pre ľudí na úteku

30 000 €
1st part  
2nd round

Slovak Fashion Council, o.z. Domov na mame 30 000 €
1st part  
2nd round

ADRA – Adventistická agentúra
pre pomoc a rozvoj, o.z.

Pomoc utečencom v tábore
Slavonski Brod – Chorvátsko

29 877, 96 €
1st part  
2nd round
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We give a chance to future 
generations

s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  s c h o l a r s h i p

	 The programme has been in 
place since 1993 and its key objec-
tive has been to enable second-
ary school students to study at 
US or UK secondary schools, 
to foster mutual understand-
ing and recognition of various 
cultures, to get acquainted with 
different lifestyles by means of 
educational programmes, engage-
ment in club and community 
activities and stays in family.

	 Scholarships awarded:
	 Number of applicants: 65
	 Number of granted scholarships: 9
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	 a m e r i c a n  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l 
f o r   i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s 

	 a n d  t e a c h e r s  ( a s s i s t ) ,  u s a 

	 Kristína Benediková, 
	 Bilingválne gymnázium Milana Hodžu, Sučany
	 Colorado Rocky Mountain School, Carbondale, Colorado

	 Terézia Bőhmová, Kristína Benediková, 
	 Evanjelické lýceum, Bratislava
	 The Pennington School, Boarding School in Pennington, NJ

	 Noemi Vařáková, 
	 Evanjelické lýceum, Bratislava
	 Culver Academies, Culver, IN

	 h e a d m a s t e r s ’  a n d  h e a d m i s t r e s s e s ’ 
	 c o n f e r e n c e  ( h m c )  p r o j e c t s 
	 f o r  c e n t r a l  a n d  e a s t e r n  e u r o p e , 
	 g r e a t  b r i t a i n 

	 Tatiana Gazdová, 
	 Bilingválne gymnázium Milana Hodžu, Sučany 
	 Aiglon College, Chesières–Villars, Švajčiarsko

	 Alexandra Horkavá, 
	 Gymnázium Leonarda Stöckela, Bardejov
	 Mount Kelly, Tavistock, Devon

	 Viktor Chmura, 
	 Gymnázium Leonarda Stöckela, Bardejov
	 New Hall School, Chelmsford, Essex

	 Rebeka Niníková, 
	 Gymnázium, Trebišovská, Košice
	 Chigwell School, Chigwell, Essex

	 Filip Pilarčík, 
	 Gymnázium, Lipany
	 Wymondham College, Wymondham, Norfolk

	 Lucia Švecová, 
	 Bilingválne gymnázium Milana Hodžu, Sučany
	 St. Leonards – Mayfield School, Mayfield, East Sussex 

„I benefited from the stay later during 

my university studies in Slovakia, 

France, Mexico and Iceland. The expe-

rience from the year spent at Epis-

copal High School was valuable for my 

work stays in the USA, Burundi and 

Haiti. I still draw on the experience 

in my daily work at the US Chamber 

of Commerce in Slovakia and in my 

role of a father and husband. Today, 

10 years later, I see the 10 months 

spent in the USA as an important 

crossroads where I chose the right 

direction. I owe the Secondary School 

Programme of the Open Society 

Foundation a lot. And I have become 

increasingly aware of it over time.“

Michal Krčméry, 

graduate of the scholarship 

program, Policy Officer, US Cham-

ber of Commerce in Slovakia
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a f l a t o u n  –  s o c i a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l 

e d u c a t i o n  f o r  c h i l d r e n

	 Aflatoun methodology – social 
and financial education for chil-
dren is a product of Dutch organ-
ization Aflatoun International. 
Since 2015, we have been testing 
it as a pilot programme at mater-
nity schools with high share 
of Roma children (Letanovce, 
Spišská Nová Ves, Varhaňovce, 
Rokycany, Košice – Luník IX. 
and Slanec). The programme 
was modified for children at 
pre-school and younger age 

	 (3 to 6 years old) and it 
is called Aflatot.

 
 
Involving kindergartens with Roma children was intentional. 
We believe that social skills related to financial literacy, saving, 
planning and strengthening of child’s natural engagement 
help social and economic development of children, their fami-
lies and communities. The programme’s objective is also to 
improve participation of parents in the programme by means 
of family activities, as family participation is an integral part 
of inclusive education of quality at maternity schools.
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	 From 23 to 25 August 2015, we organized the first education 
event and training for kindergarten teachers in Zemplínska Šírava. 
The training focused on methodology and methods of active learn-
ing, child-oriented education and critical thinking. With well-cho-
sen questions asked by the teacher, children are taught to develop 
independent thinking, to create opinions and to present them.

	
	 Basic evaluation study was prepared in 2015 and its final 

version will be ready in 2016. We evaluate 137 children aged 
3 to 7 in mixed and Roma classes in kindergartens.

	
	 The project is carried out in cooperation with Aflatoun  

International, Dutch Embassy, State Institute of Pedagogy  
and eduRoma NGO.

Initiative Enough! Let’s Not 

Gamble with Slovakia’s Future

Initiative Enough! Let’s Not Gamble 

with Slovakia’s Future was established 

in autumn 2015. Experts and civic 

activists working in various sectors of 

education decided to put pressure on 

political parties and make them clearly 

express their interest in education and 

its alarming condition as a priority 

of their pre-election programmes. 

NOS-OSF supported the initiative 

financially and with representation 

of one of its members and with the 

support of teacher’s strikes, NOS-OSF 

greatly helped to highlight the issue 

of education and make it a key topic 

in 2016 parliamentary elections. 
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We press for love,  
not hatred

s a y  i t  t o  m y  f a c e

	 The most visible campaign 
of NOS-OSF in 2015 consisted of 
4 short videos directed against 
online hate speech. Although it 
lasted only from 9 to 15 July, its 
spontaneous publicity resonated 
among the public until autumn. 

	
	
	 The aim of the campaign was to show the impact of hatred 

expressed towards a person who becomes a victim. The campaign’s 
narrative was simple – it’s not hard to be tough online. But if 
we had to repeat the same to the victim’s face, that would be 
different. We would lose confidence or realize that our hateful 
words can hurt them. In the campaign, we used real accusations 
towards artists – actors and singers. We created a situation when 
victims confront haters and ask them to repeat words they wrote 
to their faces. Haters were played by actors, hatees by celebri-
ties symbolically representing marginalized groups (Hungar-
ian, foreigner with an accent, man with a speech disorder).
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Four videos were complemented by a web site www.povedzmitodooci.sk. Victims were actors 
Robo Roth and Csongor Kassai and singers Lasky and Celeste Buckingham. Videos were gradually 
uploaded on NOS-OSF facebook page (ca. 7 000 fans) and YouTube channel (ca. 100 followers) over the 
course of 1 week. Information on the campaign was published at NOS-OSF web site and sent to selected 
journalists. The campaign became one of the most successful viral campaigns in Slovakia – videos had 
almost one million views and they were awarded with bronze EFFIE 2015 for efficient advertisement 
communication. NOS-OSF thus became the very first NGO to receive such award.
	
	
	 The project also involved qualitative research Hate-

ful and Aggressive Expressions in Slovak Online Space. 
Data collection (23 June – 6 July) and analysis were 
carried out for us by analysts of the Institute for Public 
Affairs Martina Sekulová and Miriam Hlinčíková.

l i f e  p a r t n e r s h i p

	 Here at NOS-OSF we are 
convinced that love is essen-
tial for a happy life regard-
less of sexual orientation. 

	 Same-sex couples share the same values, they love their families 
and help their dear ones. They want to have the same opportu-
nity to be recognized by law, to say “This is the person I love” and 
celebrate their special day with families and friends. They want 
to support each other and be there for better or for worse, grow 
old and spend their lives together in dignity. That is precisely 
why we support Life Partnership as a platform of organizations 
whose aim is to gain public support for legal recognition of same-
sex couples and their families. The proposed legal institute of life 
partnerships is open for all couples, i.e. also to heterosexuals who 
can get married but decide not to do so due to various reasons.
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	 We want to take each 
other. Seriously.

	
	
	 Institute of Life Partnership was presented at a press conference 

on 3 June 2015 in Bratislava followed by a series of various events 
for general public. Discussions and round tables were organized 
and life partnership was promoted also at exhibitions and festivals 
(Bažant Pohoda, Film Festival of Otherness, LGBTI Month, etc.)

	

	 In August 2015, an opinion poll was carried out in cooperation 
with FOCUS agency, in which attitudes of the public towards 
the institute of life partnership were monitored. For the first 
time we registered that majority of respondents agreed with it.

Do you agree that couples 

should be able to enter into 

a life partnership?

50.4% agree

34.7% disagree

14.8% don’t know/don’t care

(Public opinion poll, 

August 2015, Focus agency)
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We develop quality 
journalism

j o u r n a l i s m  a w a r d  2 0 1 5

	 In 2015, the 11th volume of 
the Journalism Award compe-
tition was organized, award-
ing high quality journalis-
tic works published over the 
year. 445 contributions were 
submitted in 14 categories. 

	
	 The Competition Board awarded three special prizes –  

Open Society Award devoted to the memory of Karol Ježík, 
	 Award of the Association of the Slovak Periodical 

Press Publishers and Let’s Stop Corruption Award.
	 Names of winners and nominees were announced on  

5 May 2015 at the awarding ceremony in KC Dunaj  
in Bratislava.

	
Let’s Stop Corruption Award (awarded in cooperation with Let’s Stop  
Corruption Foundation) for the best journalistic contribution dealing with  
corruption was announced for the very first time. The  first winner of this 
prize was Barbora Demešová from TV Markíza for the CAT scan affair. 
Open Society Award was awarded to Boris Németh for a series of photo-
graphs from the 70th anniversary of the Slovak National Uprising.
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	 It was the first time when there was a category with 
no winners and even no nominees. The jury assess-
ing the category Best interview, talk, discussion in 
electronic media provided an explanation: “submit-
ted contributions did not adequately meet the stat-
utes of the competition, as article 5 says that the aim 
of the competition is to support unique works that 
portray issues of today’s society in an excellent way 
and thus contribute to improvement of society.”

The main partner of the competition is Slovenská sporiteľňa. 
Partners of the competition are: Google, Newton Media, ESET Foundation, 
Memo 98’, AVT, Mayer/McCann Erickson, PrimeTime.

d a t a  a r e  c h a n g i n g  j o u r n a l i s m

	 In 2015, NOS-OSF and Frontline Club Slova-
kia started to implement Data Are Chang-
ing Journalism project. The project is organ-
ized in cooperation with Google and Nadace 
Open Society Fund Prague. It is implemented 
in Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Romania. Its main objective is to educate 
students of journalism, media and information 
technologies in the area of data journalism.

	
	 In 2015, we also prepared Slovak version of Data 

Journalism manual providing a brief summary 
of how to collect, clean or visualize data.

	
	 In November, we participated at Google 

Editor’s Lab event in Prague. Slovakia was 
represented by three teams from Slovak media 
and students of the Faculty of Arts at Comenius 
University – Department of Journalism, Slovak 
University of Technology – Faculty of Infor-
mation Technologies and Catholic University 
in Ružomberok, Department of Journalism.

	
	 In December, the first series of workshops 

on data journalism was organized as a part 
of the project at Department of Journalism 
at Comenius University, Faculty of Arts.
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We enhance public 
discussion
 

f r o n t l i n e  c l u b  s l o v a k i a

	 Frontline Club Slovakia builds 
on activities of Frontline Club 
London, established in 2003 by 
Vaughan Smith in memory of 
his colleagues – photographers, 
who died in the “frontline”.

	
	
	 It is a space for informal debates and meetings of diverse 

groups of people with common interests in discussing topi-
cal issues in society. We invite Slovak and international guests 
active especially in the area of media and journalism. In 2015, 
Frontline Club participated at several festivals and organ-
ized projections and discussions in different regions.
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f r o n t l i n e  c l u b  s l o v a k i a  

a c t i v i t i e s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  2 0 1 5 :

	 10.04.2015, 
	 projection: Blood in the Phone, Open Gallery, 

in cooperation with OZ Človek v ohrození
	
	 05.05.2015, 
	 competition evaluation and announcement  

of Journalism Award 2014 winners, KC Dunaj
	
	 05.05.2015, 
	 projection with discussion: Forever Černobyľ,  

Open Gallery, in cooperation with OZ Človek v ohrození
	
	 14.05.2015, 
	 projection: Forever Černobyľ, One World Festival
	
	 18.06.2015, 
	 projection: Tales of the Organ Trade, 
	 in cooperation with OZ Človek v ohrození
	
	 10.07.2015, 
	 discussion: Anti–tsiganism and Holocaust with projection 

of Through the Woods film: Trenčín, Pohoda Festival
	
	 11.07.2015, 
	 discussion: Spreading hatred online, 

Trenčín, Bažant Pohoda Festival
	
	 07.09.2015, 
	 projection: Memory and memorials of Roma Holocaust, 
	 KC Dunaj
	
	 06.10.2015, 
	 projection: Notes from Aleppo,  

in cooperation with OZ Človek v ohrození
	
	 05. – 06.11.2015, 
	 Google Editor’s Lab:  

launch of Data Are Changing Journalism project, Prague 
	
	 18.11.2015, 
	 projection: Warriors from the North, Open Gallery, 

in cooperation with OZ Človek v ohrození
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	 24.11.2015, 
	 discussion: Nothing is for free: not even information:  

Freedom and Crisis of Media, KC Dunaj, One World Festival
	
	 26. – 28.11.2015, 
	 projection: Concerning Violence:  

Mladosť Theatre, KC Dunaj, One World Festival
	
	 27. – 28.11.2015, 
	 projection and discussion: Electoral Period film,  

discussion: Putin’s Russia, One World Festival
	
	 26. – 28.11.2015, 
	 projection: Who Is Dayiani Cristal, Quo Vadis,  

One World Festival

	 01.12.2015, 
	 discussion: Values and Visions of Media Owners, 

KC Dunaj
	
	 10.12.2015, 
	 series of workshops: Data Are Changing Journalism, 

Faculty of Arts, Comenius University, Bratislava
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f a c e 2 f a c e  d i s c u s s i o n s

	 We organize regular Face2Face 
discussions in cooperation with 
US Embassy in Slovakia. Events 
focus on topical social affairs 
and problems with discussions of 
experts from Slovakia and abroad. 

	

	 In 2015, we expanded discussions from Bratislava to 
Košice and Žilina as well. We dealt with topics such as judi-
ciary and its accountability towards media and general 
public, corruption and law enforcement, LGBTI expe-
riences and destruction of myths about refugees. 

	 04.03.2015 
	 Pálffyho palác, Bratislava
	 Judges and the Media: Obligations to Each Other  

and to the Public

	 20.04.2015
	 Pálffyho palác, Bratislava
	 How To Catch Big Fish? Fighting Corruption in Slovakia.
	
	 25.09.2015 
	 Halmi Café, Košice
	 How are lesbians and gays living in Slovakia?
	
	 19.11.2015 
	 Nadácia Polis, Žilina
	 Who are they and why are they running?
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We give space to 
important topics

	 The Open Gallery in the 
NOS-OSF building hosted 
a wide range of events, exhibi-
tions of documentary photogra-
phy and engaged art organ-
ized in line with our mission. 

o v e r v i e w  o f  e v e n t s 

i n  o p e n  g a l l e r y : 

	 13.03.2015 
	 Projection and discussion – Hatred as a folklore?

	 14.05.2015 	
	 Projection of film Forever Černobyľ followed by 

discussion on current nuclear Ukraine

	 28.05. – 28.06.2015 
	 NO COMMENT vernissage

	 18.06.2015 
	 Projection of film On Organs Market
 
	 24.06.2015 
	 Press conference on the Roma and police  

violence in Slovakia 
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	 26.06.2015 
	 NGO Fund info seminar

	 16.09.2015 
	 Andrej Bán: People on the Run – projection  

of photographs and discussion

	 15.10.2015 
	 Projection of a documentary film from the archives  

of One World Festival – Notes from Darkness – Aleppo 

	 22.10.2015 
	 Exhibition – Monika Pascoe Mikyšková:  

Report on Silence

	 04.11.2015 
	 Book launch – Visions of the Marketing Manag-

ament of NPOs in the European Context

	 07.11. – 29.11.2015 
	 Vernissage – Andrej Bán STOPY/TRACES 

	 16.11.2015 	
	 International forum within Roma Spirit Award

	 18.11.2015 
	 Projection of film Warriors from the North 

	 26. – 27.11.2015 
	 Conference – The Future of Politics in Central Europe 

	 03.12. – 23.12.2015 
	 Discussion and exhibition of photographs  

taken by Martin Bandžák 

	 10.12.2015 
	 Premiere of documentary film SEEKERS 

The gallery was also provided for 

the purposes of international exhi-

bition series Private Nationalism. 

In cooperation with curators Ilona 

Németh, Fedor Blaščák and Jozef 

Rokko Juhász, we built on contro-

versial reception of the original 

exhibition in Kunsthalle Košice. 

The phenomenon of private natio-

nalism and its various forms were 

studied in a 4-week cycle of thema-

tic exhibitions and accompanying 

discussions with artists and experts.

10.02. – 14.02. 

Identity, patriotism, nationalism

17.02. – 21.02. 

State symbols, freedom of art, affair

24.02. – 28.02. 

Idea of statehood, borders, 

political extremism

03.03. – 07.03. 

Fear, establishment of state, 

Ukraine – Russia
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Organizational 
Structure

e x e c u t i v e  m a n a g e m e n t

Marek Kapusta	 Executive Director/Administrator
	 marek.kapusta@osf.sk (until 31/03/2015)

Jana Dravecká	 Administrator 
	 jana.dravecka@osf.sk (01/04/ – 08/06/2015)

Ján Orlovský	 Executive Director/Administrator
	 jan.orlovsky@osf.sk (from 08/06/2015)

f i n a n c i a l  d e p a r t m e n t

Jana Dravecká	 Financial Director
	 jana.dravecka@osf.sk (from 01/02/2015)

Petronela Uskobová	 Accountant/Grant Control	
	 petronela.uskobova@osf.sk (from 15/04/2015)

Andrej Mesároš	 Grant Control
	 andrej.mesaros@osf.sk (from 01/12/2015)

Zuzana Juríková	 Grant Control
	 zuzana.jurikova@osf.sk (15/04 – 30/11/2015)

Miroslava Kočíšková 	 Accountant
	 miroslava.kociskova@osf.sk (until 31/07/2015)

Magdaléna Feniková	 Financial Expert
	 magdalena.fenikova@osf.sk (until 15/05/2015)
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p r o g r a m m e  d e p a r t m e n t

EEA Fund for NGOs Democracy and Human Rights

Elena Moťovská	 elena.motovska@osf.sk	
Zuzana Čačová 	 zuzana.cacova@osf.sk (from 01/02/2015)
Andrea Bilá	 andrea.bila@osf.sk (from 01/02/2015)
Blanka Berkyová	 blanka.berkyova@osf.sk (from 08/09/2015)
Barbora Vaněk	 barbora.vanek@osf.sk
Stanislav Daniel	 stano.daniel@osf.sk (until 30/09/2015)

s c h o l a r s h i p  p r o g r a m m e

Katarína Križková	 katarina.krizkova@osf.sk

m e d i a  d e p a r t m e n t

Natália Tomeková	 natalia.tomekova@osf.sk
Ľubica Stanek	 lubica.stanek@osf.sk
Michaela Kučová	 michaela.kucova@osf.sk
Miroslava Grofová 	 mirka.grofova@osf.sk
Vladimír Čabák	 vladimir.cabak@osf.sk

i t

Peter Bernáth	 peter.bernath@osf.sk 

o f f i c e  a s s i s t a n t

Alena Tyralová	 alena.tyralova@osf.sk

c o n t a c t 

Nadácia otvorenej spoločnosti Bratislava 
Open Society Foundation / NOS-OSF

Baštová 5
811 03 Bratislava
Tel: +421 2 5441 4730, 5441 6913
Fax: +421 2 5441 8867
URL: http://www.osf.sk
E–mail: osf@osf.sk
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Financial report

	 The Board of Trustees approved 
the Foundation’s budget for 
2015 at EUR 1 685.938 on 
17 March 2015. Administra-
tive costs approved by the 
Board of Trustees equalled 
EUR 259 270. Those admin-
istrative costs do not include 
depreciation of long term assets, 
unanticipated expenditures or 
exchange rate losses. The break-
down of budgeted adminis-
tration costs was as follows:

	
EUR 81.398 	 Foundation’s operation (Section 28 par. 2 letter c)

EUR 10.000 	 Travel compensation (Section 28 par. 2 letter e)

EUR 167.872 	 Wages (Section 28 par. 2 letter f) 

of that EUR 12.000 	 Remuneration for Foundation’s  
administrator (Section 28 par. 2 letter d)

	 Auditor’s report on the financial statement of NOS-OSF 
for 2015 as well as the financial statement for 2015 
itself are annexes to the Annual Report.
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r e c e i v e d  i n  2 0 1 5
i n  e u r

u s e d  i n  2 0 1 5
i n  e u r

864 270 1 528 493 EEA – FMO

176 745 99 586
Open Society Foundations – private 
non-profit fund operated in 
Switzerland and USA

500 000 69 407 TIPOS a.s. – Call for Humanity

30 000 30 000 Communio o.z.

26 388 27 584
contributions from natural 
persons for activities organized by 
OSF (student scholarships)

25 124
Superar, Verein zur Forderung des akti-
viten Musizierens, Singens und Tanzen

24 368 17 588 Frontline London

15 000 15 000 Slovenská sporiteľňa a.s.

21 251 13 683
Open Society Foundation Serbia, 

private foundation in Serbia

10 510 9 711 US Embassy in Slovakia, Bratislava

30 119 7 925 Open Society Foundation Prague

5 155 5 155
revenues from public  

collection Culture on Crossroads

5 000 5 000 ESET Foundation

5 000 5 000 Let’s Stop Corruption Foundation

4 752 4 752 CENTRAL EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY

3 015 3 015 Aflatoun

3 000 3 000 Slovak Telekom, a.s.

3 000 3 000
contributions from natural 

persons – Štefunko Ivan, Mgr.

2 000 2 000 Association of Periodic Press Publishers

o v e r v i e w  o f  i n c o m e  ( u s e d  r e v e n u e s )  b y  s o u r c e  a n d  t h e i r 
o r i g i n  i n  e u r  a n d  l i s t  o f  d o n a t i o n s  e x c e e d i n g  e u r  3 3 1 . 9 4 
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1 800 1 800 
Representation of the Euro-
pean Commission in Slovakia

400 400
The Secretary General of 
the Council of Europe

1 731 773 1 877 223

75 168 75 168 revenues from financial investments

6 639 6 639 share on liquidation balance

6 510 6 510 credit interests

3 297 3 297 exchange rate gain

1 900 1 900 other operational revenues

93 514 93 514

607 2% share from taxes / received in 2014

3 990 3 990 2% share from taxes / received in 2015

3 990 4 597

1 829 277 1 975 334 Total income
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o r g a n i z a t i o n p r o g r a m m e  /  p u r p o s e  o f  s u p p o r t s u m  i n  e u r 
p r o v i d e d  / 
a p p r o v e d

Štúdio tanca theatre contribution from public collection 2 577,60

Na rázcestí puppet theatre contribution from public collection 2 577,60

 Contributions from public collection 5 155,20

Comenius University in Brati-
slava Faculty of Law

donation for „Bratislava Legal Forum 2015“ 2 000

Manageria – civic association donation for ENOUGH! campaign 6 600

Ukrainian–Slovak Initia-
tive (USI) civic association

donation for project of rehabilitation and psychoso-
cial help for children from war zones in the Ukraine

5 889

Miret, z.s. donation for Romale project 2 000

SVK o.z. donation for book publication 500

Donations 16 989

Človek v ohrození contribution from Comunio, oz 14 000

MAGNA DETI V NÚDZI contribution from Comunio, oz 14 000

Human Rights League contribution from Comunio, oz 2 000

Financial contributions 30 000

EDAH EEA – bilateral fund 6 657,44

Grants 6 657,44

SPOKOJNOSŤ – social services centre EEA – 3rd call 7 997,40

Silnejší slabším EEA – 3rd call 4 500

Bez bariér, n.o. EEA – 3rd call 4 858,42

o v e r v i e w  o f  n a t u r a l  a n d  l e g a l  p e r s o n s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h 
f u n d s  b y  n o s - o s f  f o r  p u b l i c  b e n e f i t  p u r p o s e
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o r g a n i z a t i o n p r o g r a m m e s u m  i n  e u r 
p r o v i d e d  / 
a p p r o v e d

Človek v ohrození EEA – 3rd call 12 631,50

Children’s Fund of the Slovak Republic EEA – 3rd call 4 949,97

Evangelic deacony centre 
„Dom na polceste shelter“

EEA – 3rd call 8 076,60

Judges for Open Justice civic association EEA – 3rd call 14 259,92

Association of friends of children from 
children’s homes Úsmev ako dar

EEA – 3rd call 14 895

Carpathian Foundation EEA – 3rd call 9 999,43

Saplinq EEA – 3rd call 14 967

PUNKT EEA – 3rd call 10 000

eduRoma – roma education 
project – civic association

EEA – 3rd call 13 237

CHARACTER – Film Deve-
lopment Association

EEA – 3rd call 15 000

Alliance of Women in Slovakia EEA – 3rd call 13 680,07

Training school for guide 
and assistant dogs

EEA – 3rd call 9 000

AMARO NIPO – civic association EEA – 3rd call 12 390

Centre for volunteering EEA – 3rd call 4 956

PROVENTUS EEA – 3rd call 4 500

Central–European Management 
and Development Institute

EEA – 3rd call 9 000

Platform for the support of health 
of disadvantaged groups

EEA – 3rd call 4 986

STORM association EEA – 3rd call 14 299,20

Ulita EEA – 3rd call 4 261,63

Cyklokoalícia EEA – 3rd call 13 446

EEA Grants – 3rd call 225 891,14
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Človek v ohrození Call for Humanity – 1st round 54 325

Evangelic deaconry ECAV in Slovakia Call for Humanity – 1st round 20 000

MAGNA DETI V NÚDZI Call for Humanity – 1st round 104 620

Human Rights League Call for Humanity – 1st round 24 999,69

Maltézska pomoc Slovensko o.z. Call for Humanity – 1st round 24 740

Vysoká škola zdravotníctva a soci-
álnej práce sv. Alžbety, n.o.

Call for Humanity – 1st round 29 022

Financial contributions 257 706,69

Emergency Medical and Rescue 
Assistance Slovakia, o.z.

Call for Humanity – 2nd round – 1st part 30 000

ADRA – Adventistická agen-
túra pre pomoc a rozvoj, o.z.

Call for Humanity – 2nd round – 1st part 29 877,96

Maltézska pomoc Slovensko o.z. Call for Humanity – 2nd round – 1st part 8 791

Institute for Migration and 
Communication

Call for Humanity – 2nd round – 1st part 29 998,33

Slovak Fashion Council, o.z. Call for Humanity – 2nd round – 1st part 30 000

Financial contributions 128 667,29
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Balance and flow of assets 
and liabilities

a s  o f  
3 1 / 1 2 / 2 0 1 4

a s  o f 
3 1 / 1 2 / 2 0 1 5

Software 0 0

Small intangible assets 0 0

Buildings, constructions 0 0

Machinery and technology 14 377 14 377

Motor vehicles 0 0

Small tangible assets 0 0

Land 0 0

Financial resources 1 145 376 1 486 717

Financial investments 1 253 641 1 021 535

Receivables 2 014 526 694 541

Estimated receivables 1 629 135 746 916

TOTAL 6 057 055 3 964 086

Software 0

Small intangible assets 0

Building depreciation 0

Machinery and technology 14 377

Motor vehicles depreciation 0

Inventory 0

Small tangible assets 0

Depreciation in TOTAL: 14 377

a s s e t s  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  i n  e u r  i n  p r o c u r e d  p r i c e s :

t a n g i b l e  a s s e t s  i n  e u r  a f t e r  d e p r e c i a t i o n :
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b y  3 1 / 1 2 / 2 0 1 4 b y  3 1 / 1 2 / 2 0 1 5

Liabilities to suppliers 18 293 22 148

Other liabilities 0 162

Payable grants 1 403 088 588 201

Liabilities to employees 10 865 11 794

Liabilities to insurance companies 6 967 5 629

Liabilities towards state budget 5 5

Liabilities towards Social Fund 0 247

Estimated liabilities 2 330 995 1 302 845

Reserves 23 310 15 099

Basic equity 96 276 96 276

Foundation’s equity 6 639 6 639

Valuation differences based 
on assets revaluation 

0 1 536

Undistributed profit 2 413 873 2 140 265

Budgetary outturn –267 633 –241 137

TOTAL 6 042 678 3 949 709

Grants and contributions (non-EEA) 128 951

Democracy and Human Rights 
(EEA) – NGO Fund

1 529 119

Own programmes / projects 244 779

Of that: MEDIA – Critical thinking and participation 73 777

EDUCATION – Human rights, free-
doms and access to justice

135 778

EUROPE – building a common space 35 225

Development activities 54 134

Administrative and overhead costs 259 489

Total costs: 2 216 471

l i a b i l i t i e s  i n  e u r :

t o t a l  c o s t s  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  i n  2 0 1 5  b a s e d 
o n  i n d i v i d u a l  t y p e s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s 
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n o s - o s f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s

 
t o t a l  c o s t s : 	 2  2 1 6  4 7 1  e u r

o f  t h a t : 				  
programme costs	 1 956 983 Eur
administrative costs 	 259 489 Eur

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s
  
o f  t h a t : 	
protection and appreciation 
of property	 95 Eur
promotion of public welfare 
purpose	 30 603 Eur
Foundation’s operation	 130 665 Eur
remuneration for Foundation 
administrator	 12 000 Eur
travel expenses	 118 Eur
wages	 86 008 Eur

t o t a l :  2 5 9  4 8 9  e u r
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Remuneration for 
Foundation administrator 
and other bodies set in the 
Foundation Charter.

f o u n d a t i o n  b o d i e s  s e t  i n  t h e 

f o u n d a t i o n  c h a r t e r :

b o a r d  o f  t r u s t e e s

	 NOS-OSF’s Board of Trustees and its chairman did not 
receive any financial or non-financial remuneration for 
their work as board members in the given year.

 n o s - o s f  i n s p e c t o r  /  s u p e r v i s o r y  b o a r d

	 NOS-OSF’s Supervisory Board members did not receive any 
financial or non–financial remuneration for their work.

c o u n c i l  o f  e l d e r s
	
	 NOS-OSF’s Council of Elders – advisory body of the 

Board of Trustees – members did not receive any finan-
cial or non-financial remuneration for their work.

	 In accordance with Act no. 34/2002 on Foun-
dations, no other NOS-OSF bodies were estab-
lished by the Foundation Charter in 2015.
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Overview of Foundation 
Fund Activities and 
Monies in the Foundation 
Funds

	 In accordance with Act No. 34/2002 on Foundations, 
NOS-OSF founded LEAF Foundation Fund in 2015. In 2015, 
no financial resources were allocated to the Fund.

Changes to Foundation 
Charter in 2015

	 Pursuant to Act No. 34/2002 Coll. on Foundations, the 
following amendments to the Foundation Charter were 
made in 2015 in relation to the Board of Trustees members:

	 Amendment No. 9 to the Foundation Charter dated 
01/04/2015, Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Repub-
lic registered the amendment on 20/04/2015

	 Amendment of Part 2 Article IX (Members of bodies) of  
the Foundation Charter – change of Foundation administrator

	 The following changes in Foundation bodies were registe-
red on the basis of a decision taken by the Board of Trus-
tees (without amendments to the Foundation Charter):

	 Decision of the Board of Trustees made on 08/06/2015 
– alteration of Foundation administrator
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Structure of bodies 
in 2015

s t r u c t u r e  o f  n o s - o s f  b o d i e s  s e t 
i n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  c h a r t e r :

Foundation Administrator: 	 Marek Kapusta until 31/03/2015
	 Jana Dravecká 01/04/2015 – 08/06/2015	

Ján Orlovský from 08/06/2015

Executive Director: 	 Marek Kapusta until 31/03/2015
	 Ján Orlovský from 08/06/2015

n o s - o s f  b o a r d  o f  t r u s t e e s

Zuzana Kušová	 chairwoman (until 25/05/2015)
Ivana Molnárová	 chairwoman (from 28/10/2015)
Richard Ďurana	 member
Ján Kondáš	 member (until 31/08/2015)
Miroslav Šarišský	 member 
Radovan Pala	 member 
Janette Motlová	 member 

	 The Board of Trustees delegates decision-making on 
grants in specific areas to expert committees.

	 The expert committees are bound to duly comply 
with the same rules as the Board of Trustees.

s u p e r v i s o r y  b o a r d
	
Renáta Bláhová	 chairwoman (from 28/10/2015)
Magdaléna Dobišová	 member (from 28/10/2015)
Peter Gažík	 member (from 28/10/2015)

	 The Board of Elders did not hold a meeting in 2015.
	 Board of Elders is an advisory body to the Foundation’s Board 

of Trustees. Its mission is to strengthen the ability of the Foun-
dation to come up with new topics in line with current chal-
lenges in society, to seek bases for short and long-term stra-
tegies. Board of Elders is composed of distinguished and 
respected people from Slovakia, mainly former members of 
the Board of Trustees. Board of Elders holds its meetings twice 
a year and holds no power over distribution of funding.
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t r a n s p a r e n c y  o f  f i n a n c i a l 
m a n a g e m e n t  i n  N O S - O S F

Pursuant to Act No. 34/2002 Coll. on Foundations and on the Change of Civic Code 
as amended, Nadácia otvorenej spoločnosti, Bratislava / Open Society Founda-
tion / NOS-OSF has a status of foundation, which implies its obligation to have the 
financial statement audited. The auditor’s report is publicly accessible.



44 Open Society Foundation A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 5

AUDITOR’S REPORT 
AND FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT FOR 2015

ANNEX NO. 1




























































